
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Indian Creek Station :  A Collector Station 

MARTA’s Transit Oriented Development Guidelines classi-
fy Indian Creek Station as a “Collector” station.  The 
“Guidelines” present a typology of stations ranging from 
Urban Core stations, like Arts Center, to Collector stations 
- i.e., end of the line auto commuter oriented stations 
such as North Springs.  This classification system reflects 
both a station’s location and its primary function.  The 
“Guidelines” define Collector stations as “…primary cap-
ture points for inbound passengers transferring to the 
rapid transit system from their own cars.  They are locat-
ed at strategic points in the regional highway system, 
almost always at peripheral sites”.  One of the keys to 
successful collector stations as noted in the Guide-
lines…”The intermodal transfers for park-and-ride, feeder 
bus, taxi, suburban shuttle, and bicycle passengers must 
be as seamless, convenient and safe as possible.  

 
Indian Creek’s status as a collector station is enhanced by 
exclusive exit and entrance ramps leading directly into 
the station’s parking lots from I-285. The station offers 
commuters transferring from private automobiles to the 
transit system almost 2,200 parking spaces in large  
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Land Use Within 1/2 Mile 

Sources: 
MARTA GIS Analysis 2012 & Atlanta Regional  
Commission LandPro 2009.  

 Residential Demographics 1/2 Mile 

Population                        885 

Median Age                      34 

Households                    280 

Avg. Household Size   3.15 

Median Household Income         $56,293 

Per Capita Income            $23,617 

Business Demographics 1 Mile 

Businesses                                   312 
Employees                              10,547 
%White Collar    63.5 
%Blue Collar    18.7 
%Unemployed    13.1 

Source:  Site To Do Business  on-line, 2011 

 

surface lots, several connecting bus 
routes, taxi stands, and kiss-and-ride 
waiting areas.  

Neighborhood Context 

Indian Creek station is a heavy rail transit 
station located in central DeKalb County 
at the end of MARTA’s Blue line. It can be 
found at the corner of Durham Park Road 
and I-285, with station entrances on Elder 
Lane between Redan Road and Durham 
Park Road.  Direct on and off ramps from I
-285 also serve the station from I-285 
North, and back to I-285 South. Indian 
Creek station provides rapid rail service to 
major destinations including the Buck-
head shopping and business district (36 
minutes), Midtown (24 minutes), Down-
town (20 minutes) and Hartsfield-Jackson 
International Airport (36 minutes). Addi-
tionally, bus service from the station pro-
vides access to the cities of Stone Moun-
tain and Lithonia.  

Category SPI 

Dining Out 97 

Entertainment 93 

Food 94 

Retail 89 

Shelter 96 

SPENDING POTENTIAL INDEX  

WITHIN 1/2 MILE 

Note: The Spending Potential Index shows 
the amount spent on a variety goods and 
services by households in the market area. It 
also represents the amount spent in the 
area relative to a national average of 100.  

Source: STDB on-line, 2011 



 

 

Land Use and Zoning  

Land Use 

The predominant use of land within a half mile of the station is residential at about 52%. The resi-
dential land use is comprised primarily of low density single-family residential. Multi-family devel-
opment can be found to the south west of I-285. Indian Creek has the distinction of all the rail 
stations of having the most undeveloped land in a close proximity. Undeveloped land makes up 
more than 10% of the land composition within half a mile of the station.  Transportation, Commu-
nication, and Utilities (TCU) makes about 9%. The station and parking areas account for this 
amount.  Commercial uses (7%) are found along I-285. For more detail, please refer to the land 
use map on page 4. 

Zoning 

Zoning is one of the key elements needed in TOD development. There are a total of two zoning 
districts that traverse the boundaries of the station. The majority of the station is zoned MR-1 
Medium Density Residential. The intent of the MR-1 district is to provide for the development of 
residential neighborhoods with a mix of single-family and multi-family housing types that maintain 
harmony of scale, intensity, and design with surrounding development. MR-1 provides for a maxi-
mum density of 12 units per acre. The second district is the O-I Office-Institution district. The in-
tent of this district to provide convenient areas within the county for the location of office and 
institutional uses which are necessary for the residents and business and professional practition-
ers. O-I permits a Floor Area Ratio of .80.   

The zoning districts that traverse the station do provide for a mix of uses. The density regulations 

permitted in both the MR-1 and O-I are low and would not be recommended for TOD develop-

ment. It is recommended that the station be rezoned to a MU-4 (Mixed Use High Density) up to 40 

units/acre or (MU-5 Mixed Use Very High Density) up to 120 units/ acre.   

 

Collector Station Typology Design Elements 

Below are some of the  design themes of the collector typology. For more information on 
MARTA’s TOD guidelines, please refer to our website at http://www.itsmarta.com/TOD-real-
estate.aspx. 

Land Use Mix and Scale 

 Park and ride is the primary use. Nearby development should be as accessible to transit sta-
tion as possible, but may be more automobile oriented than normal TOD. 

 Building scale, if any, depends on type of nearby use. 

Public Realm 

 Primarily serves park and ride which may be at grade. 

 High quality links to nearby buildings, important, but no area-wide TOD streetscape.  

 
Indian Creek Station Development Opportunity 

Generally MARTA makes land it owns around its stations (called “Joint Development” lands) avail-
able through a Request for Proposals (RFP) or Request for Qualifications (RFQ) process.  Develop-
ers who are interested in developing at MARTA stations will need to go through a competitive 
RFP/RFQ process prior to contract award. All interested parties should periodically check the 
www.itsmarta.com website where future RFP’s/RFQ’s will be announced, or contact MARTA’s TOD 
and Joint Development staff at 1-404-848-5695.  
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Aerial View 

Transit  Stations are the focal 
point of successful TOD’s  

Note: Walk Score measures how easy it is to 
live a car-lite lifestyle, not how pretty the 
area is for walking. Walk Score uses a patent
-pending system to measure the walkability 
of an address. The Walk Score algorithm 
awards points based on the distance to 
amenities in each category. Amenities with-
in .25 miles receive maximum points being 
100 and no points are awarded for ameni-
ties further than one mile.  

 

90–100 Walker's Paradise — Daily errands 
do not require a car.  

70–89 Very Walkable — Most errands can 
be accomplished on foot.  

50–69 Somewhat Walkable — Some ameni-
ties within walking distance.  

25–49 Car-Dependent — A few amenities 
within walking distance. 

 0–24 Car-Dependent — Almost all errands 
require a car 

 

Source: Walkscore.com 2012 

Walk Score 

29 
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The image below and on the side panel provide a development guide to the station area. The im-
age below not only includes the surface parking areas but also undeveloped areas that have devel-
opment potential along with areas that may present challenges.  

Surface Parking 

Indian Creek serves as the terminus of the eastern blue line; therefore, several parking lots were 
constructed to accommodate end of the line park and ride customers. As evidenced by the parking 
utilization statistics, less than half of the parking is used (38%). This parking utilization figure is like-
ly a plateau for this station for the foreseeable future. If the eastern line is extended in the future, 
the parking utilization at Indian Creek is expected to decrease. This surplus of parking along with 
several acres of undeveloped land present opportunities for joint development. However; any de-
velopment in the surface parking areas should strive to preserve an adequate amount of parking 
for transit patrons. The parking needs for this station could be consolidated into more efficient 
parking decks; thereby freeing  between 10 to 15 acres of developable space. The only parking 
area that is not considered is the reserved AT&T lot. 

Undeveloped Land 

As for the undeveloped areas, only the area to the northwest  of the station shaded in orange can 
accommodate limited development due to slopes. The limited development area offers +/- 6.4 
acres.  The other undeveloped area to the north shaded in red is constrained due to a floodplain. 
The undeveloped area to the south of Lot 4 is for the most part cleared and offers +/- 6.2 acres. 
The undeveloped parcels adjacent to I-285 offer a combined +/- 4 acres of space and frontage with 
an exit ramp along I-285.  The undeveloped tract adjacent to Lots 2 and 4 offers +/- 5.3 acres of 
developable land. In total, the undeveloped land alone at Indian Creek Station offers the potential 
for about 22 acres of land that could be developed.  

Lot 2 +/- 2.3 acres 

Development           
Opportunities at                 
Indian Creek Station  

 

Lot 1 +/- 2.2 acres 

 

Lot 3  +/- 1.2 acres 

North Lot 4  +/- 4.5 acres 

South Lot 4  +/- 5.1 acres 
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ROUTES SERVING             

INDIAN CREEK STATION  

 Route 111– Snapfinger 
Woods Drive/ Stonecrest 

 Route 115– Covington Hwy/
South Hairston Road 

 Route 116– Redan Road/ 
Stonecrest 

 Route 119– Kensington/ 
Hairston Road 

 


