e e

CCTMA

marta\..

CLIFTON CORRIDOR
TRANSIT INITIATIVE

General Planning Consultant Services RFP P5413
Contract No. 200703566
Work Order No. 2009-02 / Task 3

CLIFTON CORRIDOR
ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS

EXxisting Conditions and Future Trends
Report

Prepared by:

AECOM/JJG Joint Venture
Atlanta, GA

January 2010



marta\o. eeemme

10

2.0

3.0

CLIFTON CORRIDOR
TRANSIT INITIATIVE

L [5[E]

,ﬂ_/ CLIFTON CORRIDOR ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS
Existing Conditions and Future Trends Report

Table of Contents

INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW ......ociiiiiiitiieieeeie ettt ne e snessesneneas 11
1.1 OVERVIEW OF STUDY ..ottt ettt er e e e e e e s aiteete e e e e e e s s snnnnnreeeeaaeeseen 1-1
1.1.1 Y (U0 YO0 g1 (=« P 1-1

1.2 PURPOSE OF REPORT ...ttt ettt ettt a e e e nnnnneeeeee s 1-1
1.3 CLIFTON CORRIDOR AA PROCESS ......ociiiiiie ittt 1-3
1.4 REPORT ORGANIZATION ...ttt ettt e e e e e e s ennaaeeeeeas 1-5
15 SUMMARY OF TERMS ...ttt ettt e e eee e e e e enaeeas 1-6
HISTORIC PERSPECTIVE & REVIEW OF PREVIOUS STUDIES..........ccccovoiiineneneseeeeene 2-1
2.1 HISTORY OF CLIFTON CORRIDOR........ccutiiiiiiieeiiiiiiiieee e 2-1
2.1.1 Historic Development Patterns.........ccccee e, 2-1

2.1.2 Historic Transportation ROULES ...........cuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee e 2-4

2.2 REVIEW OF PREVIOUS STUDIES.......coiiiiiiiei e 2-6
221 Regional INItIAtIVES .........evviiiiiieee e 2-6

2.2.2 Corridor-Level Transit StUIES...........evveiiiiieiiee e 2-11

2.2.3 Local Comprehensive PIans.............ceiveeiiiiiiiieieeee e 2-16

224 Livable Centers Initiative and Other Studies.........cccccooviiiiiiiiieiieniniinee 2-21

2.3 KEY FINDINGS ... .ottt ettt e e e ettt e e e e e e e sttt e e e e e e e e s annnneeees 2-29
DEMOGRAPHICS AND FORECASTS ...ttt sttt ee e ssee e ste e e s seesneeneesneas 3-1
3.1 DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE ...ttt 3-1
3.11 POPUIALION ... 3-1

3.1.2 Race and EthNiCity ..., 3-1

3.1.3 Households/Household CompoSItioN............cccvviiiiiiie i 3-3

3.14 o[ PRSP 3-4

3.1.5 Education ... 3-5

3.1.6 (@ oot U] o - 1o ) o [ 3-5

3.1.7 Lo 0] o 1 =SSP 3-6

3.1.8 HOUSING .o 3-6

3.2 ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE POPULATIONS. ...t 3-7
3.2.1 Minority POPUIAtioNS ........coooeiiei e, 3-8

3.2.1 LOW-INCOME POPUIALIONS ....covieiiiiiiiiiiiiie et 3-9

3.3 TRADITIONALLY TRANSIT DEPENDENT POPULATIONS ......oooiiiiiieiiiieeeenee 3-12
3.3.1 Zero-Vehicle HOUSEOIS ..........oooiiiiiiiiii e 3-12

3.3.2 Elderly and Disabled Populations.............cccccoeeeieiiiiie 3-12

3.4 POPULATION AND EMPLOYMENT FORECASTS ..ottt 3-17
3.4.1 Population FOreCasts. ... 3-17

3.4.2 EMPIloyment ProjeCtiONS........cooviiiiiiiiiie e 3-21

B RFP P5413/ Contract No. 200703566 i January 2010



,ﬂ_/ CLIFTON CORRIDOR ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS

marta\ CLIFTON CORRIDOR Existing Conditions and Future Trends Report

3.5 KEY FINDINGS ...ttt ettt e et e e e e e e e anebbenes 3-26
4.0 COMMUNITY RESOURCES AND NATURAL SYSTEMS .......oooiiieiieeeeeeee e 4-1
4.1 CULTURAL AND COMMUNITY RESOURCES.......cccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e eeiiieieea e 4-1
411 Activity Centers and Major Points of Interest...........ccccccevvvvrvnerienniniiinnnnnn. 4-1

41.2 Historic Districts and KNOWN SIES.......ccueeiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e 4-8

4.2 MAJOR NATURAL SYSTEMS INVENTORY ...coiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeiieeeeee e 4-12
4.2.1 WaALEr RESOUICES.... ittt e e eeneeaas 4-12

422 TOPOGraphy/SOIlS ......uuueiei s 4-14

4.2.3 Threatened and Endangered SPeCIeS........c.uuevvveeiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 4-14

4.3 AIR QUALITY STATUS it 4-19
4.4 KEY FINDINGS ... .ottt e ettt e e e e e e e st eaeae e e s ennnnneees 4-19
5.0 LAND USE AND DEVELOPMENT CHARACTERISTICS......cccooiereeeeere e 5-1
5.1 POLICY FRAMEWORK ...ttt 5-1
5.1.1 DEKalD COUNLY ..ooiiiiiiiiiiieee ettt e e e e e e e e enaneeees 5-1

5.1.2 City Of AtlANTA ......ceeviiiieiiiccee e 5-2

5.1.3 CitY Of DBCALUT .....eeeiiieee ettt s e e e e e e s 5-4

5.14 A R T A e ettt e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e nanraees 5-4

5.1.5 Atlanta Regional COMMISSION .......cciiieiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e 5-5

5.2 EXISTING AND PLANNED LAND USES .....coiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee et 5-5
5.2.1 EXIiStiNG LaNd USES.......cvuiiiiiiie ettt e e e s 5-5

5.2.2 Planned Land USES .........eciiiiiiiiiiiiiiee et 5-11

5.3 DEVELOPMENT TRENDS..... ..ttt a e e s e 5-14
5.3.1 New Home Sales and Building Permits............cccccoeeeviiiie e 5-15

5.3.2 Major Development ACHIVILY ........ccoooeiiiiiiii 5-17

5.3.3 Potential Redevelopment Ar€as .........coooviiviiiieiieeeniiiiiieee e 5-18

5.4 KEY FINDINGS ... .ottt ettt e e ettt e e e e e e e e sttt e e e e e e e e s anneneeees 5-23
6.0 TRANSPORTATION ...ttt ettt sttt et etesbesseesaesbeese e tesaeeneeseesbeeneeneesseenensens 6-1
6.1 TRIP-MAKING AND TRAVEL TRENDS .....ccoiiiiiitiiit et 6-1
6.1.1 StUAY Area OVEIVIEW.......eeiiieiiiieee e ettt e e e e et ee e e e e e st e e e e e e e s enneeees 6-1

6.2 ROADWAY CHARACTERISTICS....ccoii e 6-5
6.2.1 StUAY Area OVEIVIEW.......eeiiieiiiieee e ettt e e e e et ee e e e e e st e e e e e e e s enneeees 6-6

6.2.2 Major Facilities AnalySiS ........cccooviiiiiii 6-16

6.3 TRANSIT NETWORK ..ottt e e e e e e e s e e eeeaee s 6-20
6.3.1 Overview of Systemwide MARTA Heavy-Rail Service .......cccccccvvvvvvenn.n. 6-23

6.3.2 Rail Station INfrastruCture ...........cuvvviviiie e 6-24

6.3.3 Current MARTA Bus and CCTMA CIiff Shuttle Service.............ccoouunnee. 6-25

6.3.4 Planned and Programmed Transit Improvements ...........cccccceveeeevenenee 6-30

6.4 BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN FACILITIES......cooiiiiiiiiie e 6-33
6.4.1 Planned and Programmed Bicycle and Pedestrian Improvements......... 6-36

B RFP P5413/ Contract No. 200703566 ii January 2010

o1 L [5[E]



,ﬂ/ CLIFTON CORRIDOR ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS

marta\ CLIFTON CORRIDOR Existing Conditions and Future Trends Report

6.5 FREIGHT RAIL FACILITIES ...ttt 6-38

6.6 BRIDGE INVENTORY ...coitiiieiiiiite ettt ettt e et a e e s sntae e e s st e e e s nntaeeaesnnnaeeas 6-42

6.7 PARKING INVENTORY ...ttt ettt e e e e 6-46

6.8 MAJOR FINDINGS......ooiiiiiiie ittt e e e ete e e st e e e e sntnee e e s nnnaeeas 6-47

7.0 NEXT STEPS ... oottt sttt ettt sttt et st e s te s e et eseeseabestesae s eseesesaesbetessesensessenensenseneens 7-1
7.1 STAKEHOLDER COORDINATION AND PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT..........ccceeuee... 7-1

List of Tables

Table 2.1: Regional INItTALIVES .........uiiiiiiieee e e e e e e e e e e s e neereee e e e s enees 2-6
Table 2.2: Envision6 Projects in the Clifton Corridor.........ccooooeeioii e, 2-8
Table 2.3 Concept 3 Recommendations in the Clifton Corridor ..............cccooooeiii 2-11
Table 2.4: TranSit STUAIES .....cooiiiiiiiiie ettt e e e e e st e e e e e e e e anbbae e e e e s aaas 2-11
Table 2.5: Local Comprehensive Plans and StUAIES ..........covvieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 2-16
Table 2.6: Livable Centers Initiatives and Other StUdIes...........coooiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 2-22
Table 3.1: Population Change in Clifton Corridor (2000 t0 2005) ........ccuiieiiiiiiiiiieieeeeeeiiiiieeeeee e 3-1
Table 3.2: Household CharaCteriStCS .........c.uvuiiiiiiieeieiie et breeeee e 34
Table 3.3: AQE DIStDULION ..ottt r e e e e e s e et e e e e e e e s e s nnereeaeeeeanees 3-4
Table 3.4: Educational Attainment (Population > 25 yrs old*) ...........cccceeee e, 3-5
Table 3.5: Occupation DY INAUSTIY™ ......oooiii e e s e e e e snees 3-6
Table 3.6: AQE Of HOUSING .....ccooe i 3-7
Table 3.7: Minority Population COMPAIISONS.......ccuiieiiiiiiiiiiieee e st e e e st e e e e e s seeeereeeeaeeesen 3-8
Table 3.8: Low-income household COmMpPariSoNS ..........ccooeeeiiiiiieii e, 3-9
Table 3.9: Zero-Car HOUuSehoIdS ... 3-12
Table 3.10: Elderly POPUIAtioN ........cccooiieeeieee 3-15
Table 3.11: Disabled PEersonS ... 3-15
Table 3.12: Population Comparisons among Clifton Corridor Activity Centers...............cccoeeeeeeen. 3-18
Table 3.13: Population Density Comparisons among Clifton Corridor Activity Centers.................. 3-18
Table 3.14: Employment Comparisons among Clifton Corridor Activity Centers............................ 3-21
Table 4.1: Clifton Corridor Public Parks ..., 4-4
Table 4.2: Houses of Worship in the Clifton Corridor Study Area............cccco oo, 4-6
Table 4.3: Schools in the Clifton Corridor StUY AF€a .........c.ceiiiiiiuiiiiiiee et e e e 4-8
Table 4.4: Historic Structures in the Clifton COrridor ... 4-10
Table 4.5: Threatened, Endangered, and Proposed Species in the Study Area...........cccccceveeeens 4-18
Table 5.1: 2008 Home Sales Volume, 2003-2008............cueeiieaiiiiiiiiiiiiee et eiiereee e 5-15
Table 5.2: 2008 Home Sales by ZIP COUE ........uuiiiiiieiiiiiiieicee et e s 5-16
Table 5.3: Building Permits, 2004-2008 .........cccooiiiiiiiee e 5-16
Table 5.4: Summary of Clifton Corridor DRI & Major Development Projects, 2005-2009............... 5-20
Table 6.1: CHtON CorTiAdOr TIPS «ooie e e e 6-3
Table 6.2: Home-Based WOrk Trip AtraCtiONS .......ccoiiiiiiiiiiieee et s e sitiitee e e e e e e s sieeeeeeeae e e 6-3
Table 6.3: Home-Based WOork Trip ProducCtionsS ..., 6-4
B RFP P5413/ Contract No. 200703566 iii January 2010

o1 L [5[E]



,ﬂ/ CLIFTON CORRIDOR ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS

marta\ CLIFTON CORRIDOR Existing Conditions and Future Trends Report

Table 6.4: Home-Based WOrk MO ShareS..........coouiiiiiiiiiiee ettt e e e e e 6-5
Table 6.5: RoOadwWay CharaCteriStiCS......cciiiieiieie i e oo 6-7
Table 6.6: Measures of Congestions for Major ROAAWAYS ..........cccvvviiiiieeeeiiiiiieee e 6-13
Table 6.7: Planned and Programmed Roadway Improvements...........ccccceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeceeeeeeeeeee 6-14
Table 6.8: MARTA Rail Operating COStS.........uuuiiiiiieeiiiiiiiieieee e sttt e e e e s e e e e e s e s senereeeeaeee s 6-24
Table 6.9: MARTA Rail Service Characteristics by Station.............ccccceeeee i, 6-24
Table 6.10: MARTA BUS OPErating COSES........uuuiiiiieiiiiiiiiiieieee e s eiiiiieeeee e e s eanneaaeeeeeeesssnnnnaeeeeeaees 6-26
Table 6.11: MARTA Bus Daily Operating Performance .............ccccceeeii e, 6-26
Table 6.12: CCTMA Ridership and Service INnformation.............cccvieiiiieiiiiniii e 6-28
Table 6.13: MARTA Paratransit Operating COStS.........ccoeveeeiiiie e 6-29
Table 6.14: MARTA Paratransit Ridership in the Clifton COrridor..........cccooivviiiiiiieeiiiiiiieieeeeeee 6-29
Table 6.15: Emory University Paratransit Ridership in the Clifton Corridor..........................l. 6-29
Table 6.16: Planned and Programmed Transit IMProvementS ............cccceeveriiiiiiiieeeee e eeiiiieeeeee e 6-30
Table 6.17: Existing Sidewalk INVENTOrY ..o, 6-33
Table 6.18: Planned and Programmed Bicycle and Pedestrian Improvements............cccccccceveeenn. 6-36
Table 6.19: Bridges that Meet Minimum Requirements for Replacement Funding ....................... 6-42
Table 6.20: Bridges that Meet Minimum Requirements for Rehabilitation Funding........................ 6-43
Table 6.21: Parking Inventory at Major Activity Centers........ccccccevveiiiiieie e 6-46
List of Figures
Figure 1.1: Clifton Corridor STUAY AT€a .........ccuiiiiiiiiiiii e 1-2
Figure 1.2: Clifton Corridor Alternatives Analysis WOrk FIOW ..........cccuvvviveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieeeeeeeeeeeeee e 1-4
Figure 3.1: Neighborhoods in the Clifton COrridor ..o 3-2
Figure 3.2: Racial COMPOSITION ....cciiiiiiiiiiiicceec ettt ettt et e e e e e e e e eeeeeeeerereaeeaeaaaees 3-3
Figure 3.3: HOUSING UNItS DY TENUIE......ciiiiii i 3-7
Figure 3.4: Concentrations of Minority POPUIAtioN..............cuvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiieceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 3-10
Figure 3.5: Concentrations of Low-Income HOUuSEhOIdS............ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiei e 3-11
Figure 3.6: Concentrations of Households without VEhICIES ...........coevvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiieeeeeeeeeeeeeee 3-13
Figure 3.7: Concentrations of Elderly POPUIAtIONS ..........cccuviiiiiiiieiiiiiiieeee e 3-14
Figure 3.8: Concentrations of Disabled populations...........cccccccevviiiii 3-16
Figure 3.9: Population Change 2005 — 2030 ........uuuuiiiiieaiiiiiiiieeee e ee e e e e s s e snrreeee e e e e e e s sneeeeeeas 3-17
Figure 3.10: 2005 PopUlation DENSILY .......cevviiiiiiiiiiiieiieeiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeseeeeesaneeeees 3-19
Figure 3.11: 2030 POPUIAtION DENSILY .....ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee ettt ee e e e e e e s et e e e e e e s e e nneneaeeeens 3-20
Figure 3.12: Employment Change 2005-2030..........cccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeee et a e e aaaaa e e e 3-21
Figure 3.13: 2005 EMPIOYMENT DENSILY ...eviveiiiiiiiiiiieeee ettt e e e e e e e e e e e enneeeeeas 3-23
Figure 3.14: 2030 EMPIOYMENT DENSILY ..ecvvveeiiiiiiiiiieee ettt a e e e e e 3-24
Figure 3.15: Change in Employment (2005 t0 2030)........c.uuuiiiiiieaiiiiiiiiiieee e e e eiiieieee e e e e s seeeeeeeas 3-25
Figure 4.1: Activity Centers and Points of INtErest ...........oovvvvvviiiiiiiiiiiieeeeee e 4-3
FIgUre 4.2: HISTONC STTUCTUIES ..ccee ittt ettt e e e e s ettt e e e e e s e ettt e e e e e e s eeanneeeeaens 4-11
FIQUIrE 4.3: WALEr RESOUITES .....ceiiiiiiiiiiieieieeeeie ettt ettt e et eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaesaeeesaessaasesssssessanesanssnnnnnneeeees 4-13
FIgUIE 4.4: SIOPE ANGIYSIS....coiiiiiiiiiiiiiieit et e e e et e e e e e e s s ettt e aeeeeesantbaeareeaeeeseannenenees 4-15

TRANSIT INITIATIVE
=l B RFP P5413/ Contract No. 200703566 iv January 2010
ul {mp




,ﬁ_/ CLIFTON CORRIDOR ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS

marta\ CLIFTON CORRIDOR Existing Conditions and Future Trends Report

Figure 4.5:
Figure 5.1:
Figure 5.2:
Figure 5.3:
Figure 5.4:
Figure 5.5:
Figure 5.6:
Figure 5.7:
Figure 6.1:
Figure 6.2:
Figure 6.3:
Figure 6.4:
Figure 6.5:
Figure 6.6:
Figure 6.7:
Figure 6.8:
Figure 6.9:

Figure 6.10:
Figure 6.11:
Figure 6.12:
Figure 6.13:
Figure 6.14:
Figure 6.15:

CLIFTON CORRIDOR
TRANSIT INITIATIVE

o1 4l=

SOOIl FOIMALIONS ... e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e nssansanns 4-16
Existing Land Use COMPOSILION ......ccceiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeieeeeee ettt e e eee e e e e eeeeeeeeees 5-6
EXIStNG LANA USE ...ttt et e e e e e et e e e e e s e s annteeaeeeeas 5-7
Future Land Use COMPOSILION..........ccooiiiiii e 5-12
U0 N I T Lo B L PR 5-13
2008 Home Sales Volume, 2003-2008 .........ccouiiiiirriiieiieaea ittt e e e iiieeee e e e e 5-15
DRI and Major DEVEIOPMENTS ........c.eviiiiiiiie ettt e e et e e e e e e e snneeeeeas 5-21
Redevelopment CharacteriStiCs ..........coovviiiiiiiii 5-22
Travel Districts in the Atlanta REQION ........cc.uuiiiiiiie e 6-2
Clifton Corridor TraVel TIMES ......eiiiie ittt e e et ee e e e e e e neeee 6-5
Functional ClasSIfiCatiON ...........coiiiiiiiiiiie e e e 6-8
Lane ConfigUIatiON .........ooiiiiiiiec e 6-9
2005 LEVEIS Of SEIVICE ...eiiiieiiiiiiitieit ettt e e e e s et e e e e e e s e s sner e eeeeesanns 6-11
2030 LEVEIS OF SEIVICE ...ciiieiiiiiiitie ettt e e e e e e e 6-12
Planned and Programmed Roadway Improvements...........cccevveeeevieiiiiieeneee s, 6-15
MARTA Rail and BUS SEIVICE ......ccueiiiiiiiiiiii it 6-21
CCTMA ShUE SEIVICE ...ttt e e e e et ree e e e e e e s e nnees 6-22

Planned and Programmed Transit IMprovements............ccccceeveevieeiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 6-32

EXisting SideWalk INVENTONY........cooiiiiiiiiiiiie et e e e e e e e e e eennes 6-35

Planned and Programmed Bicycle and Pedestrian Improvements .........ccccccvvvveeee... 6-37

Rail Freight Ownerships and Rail CroSSINGS ..........uuveiiieiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 6-40

Rail Freight Tonnage and FIEQUENCY .........ccvviiiiiiiieiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 6-41

EXisting Bridge LOCALIONS .......eiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii ettt e e e e ee e e e e e e 6-45
RFP P5413 / Contract No. 200703566 Y January 2010



