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Service Animals

arewelcomed on MARTA!

D 1d YOU. kﬂ OW Guide and Signal dogs

are two different types of service animal? Other types
include: therapy and companion animals for people who
have “invisible”, as well as, “visible” disabilities.

Invisible disabilities include: depression, anxiety, panic
disorder, PTSD, migraine, epilepsy, scleroderma, hearing
problems, cancer, cardiac conditions, etc. Visible disabilities
include: blindness, persons in wheel chairs, etc.

Under federal and state laws, people with visible, as well
as, invisible disabilities are equally protected when it
comes to their use of animals. Service, therapy or
companion animals are not limited to just dogs. Cats,

rabbits, miniature horses (to pull wheel chairs),
hamsters (for patients with severe burns), birds,
even snakes have been listed as animals that serve
individuals with disabilities.

The ADA detfines a service animal as any guide
dog, signal dog or other animal individually trained
to provide assistance to an individual with a disability:
If they meet this definition, an animal is considered
a service animal under the ADA regardless of
whether they have been licensed or certified by
a state or local government. Service animals
perform tasks to help a person with a disability
live independently.

are quite intelligent and are trained as service animals. Pigs are sometimes
an alternative for people who are allergic to dogs.

1s one type of monkey that 1s trained to assist individuals with severe spinal
cord injuries or mobility limitations. They assist by performing tasks such as: paying
bus fare, microwaving food, turning on lights, picking up and dropping objects, washing
the individual's face, and opening drink bottles.

are trained as hearing or seizure-alert animals. Cats are also trained to provide
emotional support for persons with mental impairments, preventing them from having

serious anxiety attacks.

provide a reliable mobility alternative for visually impaired people
who are allergic to dogs, and those who want a guide animal with a longer lifespan.

There are no uniform requirements for equipment used for assistance animals. Howevet,
service animals should be under the full control of the handler at all times—under the
command of voice control, in a carrier or on a leash held by the handler.






