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STUDY PURPOSE AND CONTEXT
MARTA is conducting an 18-month study to complete the prerequisite analysis and documentation for implementation of a high 
capacity transit project within the Georgia 400 Corridor. The study will involve the review of previous technical documents and 
consideration of transit supportive connector systems such as multi-use trails and transit-supportive development.

In 2003, MARTA initiated the North Line Alternatives Analysis (AA) to evaluate and select an alternative for an extension of the existing 
MARTA rail line that ends at North Springs. Based on the Atlanta Regional Commission’s (ARC) Regional Travel Demand Model and 
Transit Suitability Analysis, the study area was not transit supportive due to a combination of high incomes and low household and 
employment densities. Subsequently, the decision was made to redirect future planning activities and conduct a land use and 
market analysis. The resulting North Line Transit Oriented Development (TOD) Study offered an opportunity to examine 
transit expansion feasibility in the GA 400 Corridor through the possible implementation of new development patterns. 

The GA 400 Corridor has changed significantly since the 2003 effort and has emerged as one of the fastest growing 
sub-regions in the Atlanta metropolitan area. As a result, roadway congestion and travel times along the GA 400 
expressway have continued to deteriorate. The recommended transit option resulting from the GA 400 Corridor AA 
will provide travelers with another option to help alleviate the burden on existing roadways and enable the 
potential for areas of focused redevelopment. 

STUDY AREA
The proposed project study area includes a mile-wide area on either side of the Georgia 
400 expressway from the interchange with Interstate 285 in northern DeKalb County to 
McGinnis Ferry Road in northern Fulton County. The study area is home to some of the 
largest employment centers in the region as well as the largest concentration of medical 
facilities in the state. Many of these large employers currently have no direct access to 
rail transit. 

STUDY APPROACH
The GA 400 Corridor AA is designed to capitalize upon the previous work completed in 
the corridor with the objective of preparing a transit project for formal entry into the 
Federal Transit Administration (FTA) project development process.  The AA tasks 
and deliverables have been organized to take advantage of recent updates to 
the regional travel demand model and to reflect travel patterns determined 
from ARC’s recent onboard transit rider surveys and household travel surveys. 
Existing conditions and preceding studies will be reviewed to help form a 
series of different alternative alignments. These alternatives will then be 
refined through analysis of potential effects and will lead to the development 
of a recommended Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA).
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