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What is Connect 4oo?
The Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority (MARTA) in 
conjunction with regional partners has launched the Georgia 
400 Corridor Transit Initiative, or Connect 400.  Part of this 
initiative involves the completion of an alternatives analysis (AA).  
During the 18-month AA study, the project team will explore 
transit options to improve mobility and accessibility around GA 
400, one of the most important and heavily congested corridors 
in the region.

Connect 400 builds on the North Line Transit Oriented 
Development (TOD) Study.  The North Line TOD, conducted in 
2008, examined transit feasibility through a land use and market 
analysis. Since that time the corridor has changed significantly.  
Travel times, roadway congestion and residential densities have 
increased, and new employment centers have emerged.  
Connect 400 will develop and evaluate a variety of alignment 
and transit technology options to improve regional mobility and 
accessibility.

Public Meetings
The January 26th Public Kick-off Meeting was a success!  The meeting kicked-off with an 
introduction of the project, followed by a review of existing conditions. Breakout sessions 
concluded the meeting and gave people a chance to provide input regarding their vision for 
the project.  Key themes have been provided below.
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Alternatives Analysis
What is it?
An Alternatives Analysis (AA) is the first 
step a transit project must go through in 
order to receive federal funding.  It 
helps a community identify a preferred 
transit alternative.

Why is Federal Funding needed?
Since important transit projects like 
Connect 400 are expensive, they typically 
require a combination of both local and 
federal funding.  In order to receive 
federal dollars, the project must go 
through the Federal Transit 
Administration’s process which begins 
with the Alternatives Analysis. 

Transportation investments are 
powerful and far-reaching. 
Transportation accounts for 18%-19% 
of spending by the average household in 
America - as much as for food and health 
care combined.  Auto dependent suburbs 
spend 25%, while transit accessible 
neighborhoods spend 9%.  What could 
you do with that extra change?

Source: 2004 Bureau of Labor Statistics

Hi Everyone!  

My name is Connector Charlie.  I’m a member of the 
Connect400 team and wanted to tell you a little bit about  
why this project is exciting to me (other than the obvious fact: 
that is was named after me)!  

So, what is so cool about Connect400?  Well, it is really quite simple 
- it is all about connecting people to places and places to people!  
Will you join me in exploring how we can work together and build 
a stronger community?  My team and I would love it if you would 
share with us how you will connect...

 CONNECT4HEALTH    CONNECT4FUN    CONNECT4WORK 

Share your ideas on our Facebook page.  Like Connect400 
to see what your neighbors are saying! 

Visit us on the web! 
Find additional information on 
the project website: 

http://www.itsmarta.com/north-line-400-corr.aspx

Follow us on facebook! 
Like Connect400 on facebook 
to receive meeting notices and 
project updates.

Attend public meetings! 
Get all the latest details on the 
project at our public meetings. 

E-mail us!  
If you would like to have your 
name added to the newsletter 
mailing list, please send your 
information to us at: 
connect400@itsmarta.com

Call us!  
Please feel free to also give us 
a call at:  404.524.1822

The next public meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 22nd from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m at 
Mimosa Elementary School, 1550 Warsaw Road, Roswell, GA 30076.  The meeting will 
reintroduce the project and schedule to the community, and work with you to develop 
potential transit connection options.

TRAVEL RELIABILITY
•	 Increase existing frequency of trains and 

reliability of travel time on existing rail line 
•	 Too many stops on rail line
•	 Reduce required transfers and  total travel 

time to make competitive with vehicle
•	 Improve inter-modal connections to existing 

express/bus service

SERVICE TYPE
•	 Commuter-rail type service vs. local trips
•	 Serve trips within the corridor study area rather 

than through the corridor
•	 Street car/trolley along Hwy 9 and between 

Sandy Springs/Roswell/Alpharetta

FUNDING/ COST
•	 Repeat comments/concerns about funding 

shortfall and overall cost

CONGESTION
•	 On 400 at I-285; on Hwy 9 and Hwy 120
•	 Fear that new stations will increase local traffic, 

especially if located at interchanges. 

CONNECTIVITY
•	 Increase routes/destinations served
•	 Lack of north-south roadway connectivity 

and lack of east-west connectivity 
•	 No room for new roads or wider roads
•	 Desire for suburb to suburb trips (within 

North Fulton and between Gwinnett/Cobb/
Forsyth)

•	 Last mile connectivity - lack of options once 
you get off the rail or bus

POLICY
•	 GA 400 Managed Lanes
•	 Transit governance structure



Over the past couple of months the Project Team worked with residents, 
business owners, government agencies, and municipalities to develop the 
project purpose and supporting goals and objectives. The purpose and 
need, and goals and objectives developed and refined by You are as follows:

Purpose and Need
PURPOSE
The purpose of the project is to provide reliable, convenient, efficient, and sustainable transit 
service in the GA 400 corridor by:

•	 Providing high capacity transit (bus and/or rail) through the GA 400 corridor study area, 

•	 Improving transit linkages and coverage to communities within the study area, and

•	 Enhancing mobility and accessibility to and within the study area by providing a more robust transit 
network that offers an alternative to automobile travel.

NEED 
•	 Travel demand - Increased travel demand and traffic congestion is expected to result from:

- Growth in population, employment, and households
- Increases in the elderly population, and
- High percentage of minority, low-income, and transit-dependent populations in the study area.

•	 Transit mobility - There is inadequate transit connectivity between northern Fulton, DeKalb, Gwinnett, 
and Cobb Counties, including east-west travel; and limited north-south roadway connectivity across  
the Chattahoochee River.

Goals and Objectives

Goals and Objectives Continued

 AA Project 
Schedule

1 Improve Mobility and Access 
OBJECTIVES:
•	 Improve transit access and connectivity to employment, 

education, residential, and activity centers within the study area 
and the region

•	 Increase transit ridership and capacity
•	 Improve transit travel times and reliability for all trip purposes
•	 Improve multimodal connections and access to the existing 

transit systems

2 Support Land Use and Economic Development Planning
OBJECTIVES:
•	 Complement land use plans of study area jurisdictions
•	 Support planned and potential economic development
•	 Provide opportunities for compact land development that 

supports transit ridership 

3 Provide Cost-Effective Transit Service
OBJECTIVES:
•	 Maximize operating cost-efficiency 
•	 Match the transportation investment to the study area’s level 

of travel demand
•	 Provide a cost-effective transit system 

Minimize Environmental Impacts
OBJECTIVES:
•	 Avoid, minimize, and mitigate impact to cultural, historic, and 

environmentally sensitive areas 
•	 Avoid, minimize, and mitigate negative impacts on the 

surrounding community ,including parks

4

 Goals and Objectives   
 Purpose and Need   
 Existing Conditions

 Evaluation Methodology   
 Definition of Alternatives   
 Refine Ridership Model

 Evaluation of Alternatives  
 Identify Locally Preferred 

Alternative   
 Develop Financial Plan  
 Develop Implementation Plan 

 Final Alternatives 
Analysis Report

DOCUMENTATION 
DEVELOPMENT

DISCOVERY DISCUSSION

WINTER 2011 SPRING 2012 SUMMER/FALL 2012 SPRING 2013

The GA 400 corridor is the transportation spine of 
northern Fulton County. The GA 400 Corridor AA 
addresses the travel market extending north along 
GA 400 from I-285 to the Fulton – Forsyth county 
boundary, approximately 15 miles.


