
The I-20 East Transit Initiative is available via 
the Internet. Please visit our website to stay 
informed of project activities and upcoming 
meetings.  

The website will provide access to all major 
project documentation, including technical re-
ports, meeting materials, presentations, project 
fact sheet, and newsletters.  

The site will be updated throughout the project 
to include the latest information and docu-
ments, as they become available.   Links are 
also provided to submit your questions and 
comments directly to the study team.   

Study Area 

Contact Us 

The study team would like 

to hear from you.  If you 

have comments, questions, 

or ideas regarding this 

study,  please contact the 

project manager listed 

below.   

 

John Crocker, PHD 

MARTA Project Manager 

Office of Development and 

Regional Coordination 

2424 Piedmont Road, NE 

Atlanta, GA 30324 

Email: 

jtcrocker@itsmarta.com 

 

WE ARE ON THE WEB!  

http://www.itsmarta.com/I20-east-corr.aspx 

Impact Statement (DEIS).  
The DCA is the first phase 
of the study and will build 
heavily upon the I-20 East 
Corridor Study completed 
in 2004.  In light of subse-
quent changes in the corri-
dor the DCA will examine 
recent transportation, land 
use, environmental, and 
travel pattern trends to 
update the findings of the 
previous study. It will result 
in an updated Locally Pre-
ferred Alternative (LPA) for 
transit service, to be ad-
vanced through the devel-
opment process. 

The DCA will study a vari-
ety of transit technologies 
including Bus Rapid Transit 
(BRT), Light Rail Transit 
(LRT), Heavy Rail Transit 
(HRT),  and improvements 
to the existing system of 

The Metropolitan Atlanta 
Rapid Transit Authority 
(MARTA), in close coordi-
nation with DeKalb County, 
the City of Atlanta, and in 
cooperation with the Fed-
eral Transit Administration 
(FTA), is undertaking the 
preparation of the  I-20 
East Transit Initiative. This 
initiative will identify and 
summarize the transporta-
tion and environmental 
benefits and impacts asso-
ciated with the implementa-
tion of new east-west tran-
sit service from downtown 
Atlanta to the Mall at 
Stonecrest, in eastern 
DeKalb County. 

The I-20 East Transit Initia-
tive will consist of two dis-
tinct phases, a Detailed 
Corridor Analysis (DCA) 
and a Draft Environmental 

local and express buses.  It 
will also study a variety of 
transit alignments and sta-
tion locations.  The DCA 
will result in an updated 
LPA, to be advanced into 
the DEIS.   

The second phase will con-
sist of the DEIS.  A DEIS is 
needed to satisfy the Na-
tional Environmental Policy 
Act of 1969 (NEPA), which 
requires the full considera-
tion of environmental ef-
fects for any project that 
receives federal funding.  A 
DEIS is an in-depth, envi-
ronmental study that will 
focus on the social, natural, 
cultural, and physical im-
pacts of the LPA and com-
pare this with the ‘No-
Build’, or do nothing alter-
native.    
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tection Department (GEPD) 
and Regional Transporta-
tion Authority (GRTA) are 
also included.   Represen-
tatives from federal agen-
cies also comprise commit-
tee membership, including 
the Federal Transit Admini-
stration (FTA) , Federal  
Highways Administration 
(FHWA),  the Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
(EPA). 

The purpose of the TAC is 
similar to the SAC, al-
though at a more technical 

The Technical Advisory 
Committee (TAC) provides 
technical guidance on the 
study and is comprised of 
representatives of  cooper-
ating governmental agen-
cies.  The TAC  consists of 
staff from numerous 
MARTA departments, the 
Atlanta Regional Commis-
sion (ARC), City of Atlanta, 
DeKalb County, Fulton 
County, and Rockdale 
County.  Representatives 
from the Georgia Depart-
ment of Transportation 
(GDOT), Environment Pro-

level.  It is a forum to pro-
vide a technical peer review 
of work products and ex-
change data and re-
sources.  It is designed to 
ensure consistency and 
coordination between re-
spective agency policies 
and initiatives and promote 
awareness of the study at 
various levels of govern-
ment.  The TAC held a kick
-off meeting in October and 
a second meeting in De-
cember.  The next meeting 
will likely be in April.  

Technical Advisory Committee (TAC)  



Keypad  voting exercises 
were conducted to receive 
input on corridor issues 
and project goals.  The top 
project goals are presented 
below.  The SAC also met 
in December to identify 
potential alignments and 
station locations. 

The SAC is a forum of edu-
cation, exchange, under-
standing, questioning and 
clarification.  By meeting at 
key project milestones, 
SAC meetings will serve as 
a check and balance on 
plan development in terms 
of community consensus 
and meeting the diverse 
needs of a broad-based 
constituency.   

The SAC met for their first 
meeting in September.  

To represent the views of 
the community and provide 
guidance throughout the 
study a Stakeholder Advi-
sory Committee (SAC) was  
formed. The SAC commit-
tee consists of representa-
tives from neighborhood 
associations, local govern-
ments, community groups 
and elected officials. The 
committee is scheduled to 
meet up to six times 
throughout the study to 
provide input at key mile-
stones.  

The purpose of the SAC is 
multi-faceted. A major role  
is provide an assessment 
of study findings for consis-
tency with community goals 
and perspectives.  Another 
significant role is to role is 
to provide input on corridor 
needs, goals, objectives, 
evaluation criteria for alter-
natives, and potential align-
ments, transit technologies, 
and station areas.  Mem-
bers are expected to repre-
sent their respective con-
stituencies’ views and pro-
mote community aware-
ness of the I-20 East Tran-
sit Initiative.  
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Stakeholder Advisory Committee (SAC)  
What We Heard 

at Community 

Stakeholder 

Interviews 

Over 30 community 

stakeholder interviews 

were held in the sum-

mer of 2010 to gauge 

community sentiments 

regarding transit invest-

ments in the I-20 corri-

dor.  Neighborhood 

associations, business 

leaders, religious insti-

tutions, community 

groups, elected officials 

and local government 

staff were interviewed.  

The following was 

heard: 

Congestion in the 

corridor severely 

limits mobility and 

access to jobs and 

housing. 

I-20 is the only real 

choice for east-west 

travel in the corridor. 

Connectivity with 

other planned transit 

investments, like the 

Beltline and Peach-

tree Streetcar is im-

perative. 

Roadway congestion 

results in unreliable 

bus service in the 

corridor. 

There is a growing 

elderly population in 

the corridor that will 

need transportation 

options in the future. 

Significant revitaliza-

tion and redevelop-

ment is desired in the 

corridor. 

SAC members engaging in keypad voting exercise. 

 

 

 

 SAC Identified Stations  

Primary Stations (Most Impor-

tant) 

● Downtown Atlanta 

● Glenwood Park/Beltline 

● Gresham/Flat Shoals Road 

● Candler Rd/S. DeKalb Mall 

● Wesley Chapel Road 

● Panola Road  

● Mall at Stonecrest  

Secondary Stations 

● Atlanta University Center 

● Turner Field  

● Glenwood Avenue 

● Columbia Drive  

● DeKalb Medical-Hillandale 

● Evans Mill/Lithonia Ind. Blvd 

Aspiration Stations 

● Sigman Road 

● West Avenue/Klondike Road 

● Downtown Conyers 

● Salem Road 

 Characteristics of tran-

sit Service Identified by 

SAC  

● New transit service should 
provide rapid service to down-
town serving commuters with 
limited stops. 

● Should operate in exclusive 
transit-way with very little 
operation on surface streets. 

● System must have direct con-
nection to MARTA heavy rail 
system.  

● There must be a way for riders 
to transfer to/from the Beltline. 

● Important to limit the number of 
transfers to reduce travel times.   

● The most desirable connection in 
downtown Atlanta would be at 
Five Points Station. 

Project Goals for Transit 

Investment Identified by 

SAC  

● Improve east-west mobility in 

the corridor 

● Promote economic develop-

ment/revitalization 

● Enhance regional transit con-

nectivity 

● Encourage transit supportive 

land use and development pat-

terns 

● Improve transit service for 

underserved populations 

● Promote cost effective transit 

investments 

Page 3 Newsletter  #1  

transportation/
transportation-investment-
act-of-2010  

http://www.it3.ga.gov/
Pages/default.aspx  

The following section pre-
sents  potential funding 
sources for the I-20 East 
Transit Initiative.    

Transportation Investment 

Act of 2010 (TIA2010) 

TIA2010 represents a ma-
jor new potential funding 
source that could be used 
to fund the I-20 East pro-
ject.  The TIA2010 permits 
elected officials in 12 re-
gions throughout the state 
to develop a list of transpor-
tation projects that would 
be funded through a one 
percent sales tax.  Georgi-
ans will vote on this tax in 
the 2012 primary elections.   

More information on the 
TIA2010 can be found at 
the following websites: 

http://
www.atlantaregional.com/

policies, local financial 
commitments, as well as 
other criteria to determine 
eligibility.   

Due to the limited amount  
of New Starts funding avail-
able  this project would 
compete with other transit 
projects around the coun-
try.  

Reauthorization of Federal Trans-

portation Bill  

The reauthorization of the Federal 
Transportation Bill is being evaluated 
now and may permit more flexibility 
for local jurisdictions to fund transit 
expansion projects from local tax 
revenues. Please contact your Con-
gressional Representatives and 
Senators if you want more informa-
tion on the reauthorization 

FTA New Starts Program 

The I-20 East Transit Initia-
tive is being conducted in 
accordance with the re-
quirements of the FTA’s 
New Starts program to 
maintain eligibility for fed-
eral funding for this project.    

The New Starts program is 
the federal government’s 
primary financial resource 
for supporting major transit 
investments. This highly 
competitive program evalu-
ates projects based on a 
series of measures includ-
ing mobility improvements, 
cost effectiveness, transit 
supportive land uses and 

Public Kick-off Meetings  

and need, and stakeholder 
input.  A station was also 
devoted to the three poten-
tial transit technologies to 
be analyzed in this study 
(heavy rail, light rail, and 
bus rapid transit). This sta-
tion featured displays de-
picting specific characteris-
tics of each.  In addition to 
this, an interactive video 
display ran videos of the 
three transit technologies in 
action.    

A presentation was also 
given that featured an over-
view of the study and incor-
porated keypad voting ex-
ercises to gauge public 
opinions.  The results are 
summarized to the right. 
The meetings concluded 
with a question and answer 
session in which the public 
had their concerns ad-
dressed directly by the con-
sultant and MARTA Project  
Managers.  

On October 26th, 27th, and 
28th, 2010 public kick-off 
meetings were held in the 
corridor.   They were held 
in the eastern, central, and 
western portions of the 
study area for the conven-
ience of residents through-
out the corridor.  

The major focus on these 
meetings was to provide an 
overview of the study to the 
public and seek input on 
study area issues, project 
goals, and appropriate 
transit technologies within 
the corridor.  A series of 
stations with display boards 
were set up in an open 
house format in which par-
ticipants could freely move 
from one to another to 
have their questions an-
swering regarding specific 
aspects of the project.  
Stations focused on study 
background, initial study 
findings, project purpose 

Which Corridor Issue is the Most Critical to You? 

1. Limited Travel Choices—I-20 is the Only Real Choice (33.9%) 

2. Lack of Travel Time Competitive Transit Service in Corridor (24,2%) 

3. Increasing Traffic Congestion in the Corridor (22.6%) 

4. Areas of the Corridor are in Need of Revitalization (11.3%) 

5. There are High Levels of Traditionally Underserved Populations (8.1%) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Combined Results from Keypad Voting Exercise at Public Meetings 

What is the Primary Reason You Would Ride a New Transit Service in 

the I-20 Corridor? 

 

Project Funding Opportunit ies  

Which Transit Technology 

is the Most Appropriate 

for the I-20 Corridor? 

40% 

12.3% 

10.8% 

1.5% 

3.1% 

16.9% 

9.2% 

6.2% 

Project team members 

answering questions 

from the public. 
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